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Report summary and status for pending enforcement act ions, permit condit ions, Division Orders, and amendments:

Pete Hess and | (OOGM) met with Ken Christiansen, Gary Petty, Morris Sorensen, and John Sundstrom (Muddy
Creek lrrigation Co. and the Quitchupah Cattlemens Association) and Mike Davis of SUFCO to tour the Duncan Draw
and Mud Spring Hollow area located west and adjacent to SUFCOS Quitchupah Tract. The purpose of the visit was to
observe the springs that have dried up in this area in response to the Water User's concerns of mining-related
impacts. The area is, however, outside ofthe SUFCO permit area and subsidence limits for known historical mining.
We rode up the canyons in ATVS and observed several springs in each canyon that had been developed for stock
watering but have reportedly been dry for 15 to 20 years. The only water for stock watering in the two draws is a pond
that collects surface runoff located approximately 1.5 miles up Duncan Draw. Photos can be found in the DOGM
database.

The Cattlemen and lrrigation Co. would like funding for a project to plpe replacement water into the area and they
hope DOGM will be able to back them up on their contention that stockwatering has been impacted in this area due to
mining. I will follow up wilh a report (technical memo) describing the potential for mining-related impacts to hydrologic
balance in the area.

Inspector 's Signature Date Friday, October 15, 2004

Steven Fluke. Environmental Scientist l l
Inspector lD Number: 53

Note: This inspection report does not constitute an affidavit of compliance with the regulatory program of the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.
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REVIEW OF PERMIT. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS PERMIT CONDITION REQUIREMENTS

/. Substanflate the elements on this inspection by checking the appropriate performance standard.
a. For COMPLETE inspections provide narrative justification for any elements not fully inspected unless element is not

appropriate to the site, in which case check Not Applicable.
b. For PARTIAL inspections check only the elements evaluated.

2.
J .

4.

Document any noncomptiance situation by reference the NOV issued at the appropriate performance standard listed below.
Reference any narratives written in conjunction with this inspection at the appropriate performace standard |isted below.
Provide a brief status report for all pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Divison Orders, and amendments.

Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

Evaluated Not Applicable Comment Enforcement

TMTT
2. Signs and Markers T f T n
3. Topsoil T M T n
4.a Hydrologic Balance: Diversions u M T T
4.b Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and lmpoundments T M T T
4.c Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures n M T r
4.d Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring M l M n
4.e Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations f M l l

5. Explosives f M T T
6. Disposal of Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches tr a T T
7. Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Pi les, lmpoundments T M T T
8. NoncoalWaste T M n n
9. Protection of Fish. Wildlife and Related Environmental lssues f tr M T
10, Sl ides and Other Damage n M tr T
11. Contemporaneous Reclamation T g T T
12. Backf i l l ing And Grading n M T T
13. Revegetat ion T M T T
14. Subsidence Control T M I n
15. Cessation of Operations T M l l

f M l I
16.b Roads: Drainage Controls tr M tr r
17. OtherTransportation Facilities T M T T
18. Support Faci l i t ies, Uti l i ty lnstal lat ions T M T l

19. AVS Check D E T T
20. Air Quali ty Permit n M n il

21. Bonding and Insurance n M T T
T M T22. Other f
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4.d Hvdroloqic Balance: Water Monitorinq

Duncan Draw and Mud Spring Hol low are located outside of  the SUFCO permit  area
with the exception of the first quarter mile of Duncan Draw. We rode up Duncan
Draw first and stopped at an unnamed developed spring approx. 1 12 mile up the draw
that has been dry for -15 yrs., a stockwatering pond that SUFCO had improved for
the cattlemen last year, and spring 057A which is part of the SUFCO monitoring
program and has been dry since 2000 and has had flow measured at up to 3.4 gpm
since monitor ing began in 1988. We then rode up Mud Spring Hol low and observed
three separate springs in the drainage that had been developed for stockwatering but
have reportedly been dry since approx. 10 to 1 5 yrs. Ago. The springs we saw are
developed, fenced, and most ly in good shape but have been abandoned since they
have gone dry.  The water users claim the mine has caused the spr ings to go dry and
would l ike DOGM to look into the matter.

9. Protection of Fish. Wildlife and Related Environmental lssues

The cattlemen claim that wildlife in the area have also been impacted by lack of water
for the past 15 to 20 years.  Reportedly,  the area was popular for elk and deer hunt ing
but the animals are no longer found there.

22. Other

The Cattlemen and lrrigation Co. would l ike funding for a project to pipe replacement
water into the area and they hope DOGM wil l be able to back them up on their
contention that stockwatering has been impacted in this area due to mining. Pete and
I have told them that because the area is well outside of the Quitchupah Tract, there
is very l i tt le monitoring data on the springs in the area, and because the reported
impact took place pr ior to 1992, there is probably l i t t le that DOGM could conclusively
state. I wil l  fol low up with a report (technical memo) describing the potential for
mining-related impacts to hydrologic balance in the area.


